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With this society were connected the leaders of the so-
called public workers, some of whom became reactionary
after experiencing the "amenities" of tile-revolution. Guch-
kov, Lvov, Prince (Jalit'/in, Krasovsky, Shipov, Stakhovich,
Count Hoyden, and others of the same class belonged to
this union, as well as secret republicans and idealistic politi-
cians, some of them persons of great literary and oratorical
ability, such as Hessen,  Miliukov, Gredcskul, Nabokov,
Shakhtnatov, member of the academy, etc. All these unions,
despite wide differences in composition and alms, joined in
the preliminary task of overthrowing the existing regime.
In endeavouring to accomplish this they acted in accordance
with the maxim that the cm! justifies the means.   Conse-
quently they were not squeamish about their tactics, espe-
cially about blazoning forth palpable lies in the press. In
fact, at the time the newspapers were nothing but a mass of
falsehoods, the conservative as well as the radical   But it
must be admitted that when the revolution broke out and
anarchy was rampant, the conservative sheets outdid the
radical in spreading lies, slander and wild rumours.
The Government took no measures, or only ineffectual
ones, to counteract and stop the subversive activities of the
unions and of the press.   Probably it did not have the neces-
sary information regarding the aims and doings of many
of the unions.   Very likely, too, it was misled by incompe-
tent advisers.    For instance, I was told afterwards that
the Union of Railway Workers, which later brought on the
railroad strike, was vigorously defended by Prince Hilkov
on the ground that this organization was purely economic
and fraternal in character without any anti-Government
tendencies.   As far as the enforcement of the censorship is
concerned, the difficulty of the task was tremendously in-
creased by the existence of a widespread secret press, which
turned out and distributed millions of copies of all sorts of
revolutionary pamphlets, programs and proclamations, .